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necessary to throw off the veneer of polish which used formerly
to be given by total repudiation of uncomfortable facts. As such
a thing has become practically impossible in view of the courage
with which the public has now come forward to expose every
wrong, the Government have taken up the bold attitude of defend-
ing every atrocity. Sir William evidently considers the members
of the Assembly to be specially gullible. For, after treating them
to general denials, telling them it is not the province of the
Assembly to review the measures of the Provincial administrations,
he thus defends the gravest of the charges:
There are two particular charges however to which I must draw
attention. One relates to the dispersal of unlawful assemblies by force
and I want to make it quite clear that, where it is necessary to disperse
unlawful assemblies and such assemblies refuse to disperse when ordered
to do so by competent authority, it is the intention of the Government
that "as in all other countries" they should be dispersed by force when
this is necessary. In such cases force is the only remedy. In the second
place attention is drawn, in this statement of Mr. Gandhi's, to the question
of searches and arrests by night. The Government of India will give no
undertaking that searches and arrests will not be made by night or by
day as may be found necessary.
This is as frank as one could wish. It does not much matter
that the use of force against unarmed men and midnight tres-
passes are resorted to in the name of ordinary processes. It
merely sustains the charge that this Government is ordinarily bad
and intolerable. The open avowal was indeed necessary, for the
jails having lost their terror, the next thing to do was to set up
a system of corporal punishments and open robbery so as to make
the people realize what refusal to submit to the will of the ad-
ministrators meant for them. We must therefore expect greater
use, not less, of corporal punishments and nocturnal raids.
When we get used to these as our common lot, the next natural
step is day and night shooting. And I have recently been pre-
paring the non-co-operators to expect that final reward reserved
for lovers of freedom. Willing death is deliverance. According
to Hindu belief the highest known form of freedom, i.e., salvation,
is possible only when a man voluntarily surrenders his body and
becomes totally indifferent to bodily wants. Political freedom of
a disciplined character is a prelude to the higher type. It is there-
fore in the fitness of things that we should voluntarily surrender
our possessions including our bodies for the attainment of national
freedom.